surprising, as is the inclusion of a number of drugs which are usually considered to be useless in the treatment of infantile spasms.
Typographical errors are unusually numerous in a book as expensive as this, and some of the spelling is idiosyncratic ('dermamyositis', 'electromyelography') .
The section which has most appeal for me is the first, dealing systematically with the functional and structural development of the nervous system, but I am afraid that it is not sufficiently outstanding to offset the unfavourable impression of the rest of the book. JOHN WILSON Immunological Surveillance by Sir Macfarlane Burnet pp 280 £3 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1970 This book provides yet another example of the author's imaginative approach to biology in general and immunology in particular. The concept of immunological surveillance, if valid, would have, as Burnet himself points out, important clinical implications, but the author is primarily concerned with its scientific significance as a systematic attempt to explain the behaviour of populations of somatic cells in Darwinian terms. As a background to his central theme the author discusses many topics of immunological interest, including, for example, the origins and functions of immunocytes, the homograft reaction and immunological tolerance; he then goes on to consider topics of general biological interest such as differentiation, senescence and neoplasia. Finally, in an epilogue, he raises questions of a still more general, and indeed philosophic, kind. The canvas is so vast that the quality of the picture is inevitably somewhat uneven, and some parts of the book, like the section on differentiation, are a little disappointing. But it is nevertheless an interesting and stimulating work which will be welcomed not only by immunologists but by biologists working in many different fields. For those familiar with Burnet's earlier writings the book will have an added attraction because of the light it throws on the way in which his selfconfessed compulsion to seek generalization has continued so fruitfully after his retirement from active experimental work.
MICHAEL WOODRUFF
The Dyslexic Child by Macdonald Critchley 2nd edition of 'Developmental Dyslexia' ppxv+137 illustrated £160 London: William Heinemann 1970 Dyslexia and the dyslexic child still remain the objects of controversy despite all the studies and reports that they have attracted. In 1964 Dr Macdonald Critchley performed a valuable service by publishing his monograph on developmental dyslexia. In it he presented a comprehensive survey of all that is known on the subject. This has been twice reprinted but is now replaced by a new edition in which he summarizes much that has been published in the intervening years. The change of title from 'Developmental Dyslexia' to 'The Dyslexic Child' is noteworthy, representing as it does the priority of the child over the child's disability. Whatever the arguments about the nature of dyslexiaand some educationists still challenge the conceptthe reality of the child with the problem of learning to read, write and spell cannot be denied and should not be ignored. The structure of the book is unchanged except for the enlargement of ophthalmological to perceptual problems by adding auditory aspects. Now that dyslexia is included, as 'acute dyslexia', among handicaps listed in an Act of Parliament, a working definition is an absolute necessity. The definition hammered out in Dallas in 1968 by a research group of the World Federation of Neurology and printed on page 11 might well serve. This book needs to be read carefully not only by doctors, but by all those involved in teaching children to read, whether in classroom or in the offices of education authorities. ALFRED This excellent monograph is to be welcomed, since it brings together many different disorders, some of which receive little mention in pathology textbooks. The proliferative capacity of the fibroblast has long been recognized, but it is only in quite recent times that many of the disorders resulting from fibroblastic proliferation have been clearly delineated. The classification of these conditions may be a subject for debate, but the real importance of distinguishing them lies in behavioural and hence prognostic differences.
Dr Mackenzie gives a succinct and readable account of each disorder in turn, outlining the clinical features, gross and microscopic pathological appearances, differential diagnosis and treatment. The author's considerable experience in this field of tumour pathology is very valuable and the text is supplemented by many excellent photographs and photomicrographs. He points out that the standard pathological criteria for distinguishing benign from malignant proliferations do not apply where the fibroblast is concerned; for instance, many of the benign disorders display an infiltrative pattern of growth, whilst, paradoxically, the fibrosarcoma often gives a false impression ofencapsulation.
Wider appreciation of the facts given in this book will lead to a more rational approach to treatment and will save many unnecessary amputations. For this reason the book is to be warmly recommended not only to practising histopathologists, but also to surgeons and radiotherapists.
A G STANSFELD Parkinsonism: Physiology, Pharmacology and Treatment by Donald B Calne BSC DM MRCP pp xii + 136 illustrated £2-25 London: EdwardArnold 1970 The dramatic success of treating some parkinsonian patients with L-dopa has been accompanied by a flood of articles on the cause and management of this common neurological disorder. The publication of Dr Calne's new book is timely, for in ten chapters he provides an admirable review of the present state of knowledge of Parkinson's disease. The results of over 500 published investigations are discussed in 113 pages of crisp text; the majority of the references quoted are published in the last decade, and many in 1969 and 1970. The book is in two parts; the first is mainly concerned with the physiology of motor control and the pathophysiology of tremor, rigidity, and hypokinesia; the second part discusses the pharmacology of Parkinsonism and treatment. Nearly one-third of the book is concerned with L-dopa therapy, but the roles of anticholinergic drugs, amantadine, and surgery are discussed briefly. The text is easy to read and the conclusions drawn are suitably critical; for example, 'with such limited evidence available it is not possible to make an adequate appraisal of the role of the basal ganglia in the control of movement'. To those already concerned with the problems of Parkinson's disease, Dr Calne has provided a lucid summary of present thought, and his book will be an excellent starting-point for those new to the field. If the present pace of investigation continues, further editions will be inevitable. Cardiac pacemaking brings together the physicist, the physician and the surgeon and these three working together in Groningen have produced a useful treatise. It is hampered, however, by being almost identical with the 1969 MD thesis of one of the authors, Dr Thalen. As expected, therefore, the historical introduction and review of the literature are excellent but time has passed since the thesis was prepared, the emphasis on many aspects of pacing has changed, and the 'practising pacer' of 1971 may get the wrong impression if this is his sole textbook on technique. For example, he might get the impression that endocardial transvenous pacing carried a considerable risk of thromboembolism requiring anticoagulant therapy, and of bacterial endocarditis in the presence of valve disease. The risk of inducing ventiicular fibrillation by passing an endocardial wire is almost dismissed as a rarity. Perforation of the myocardium by the electrode is correctly described but the reader would not guess that it is a benign accident.
No attempt has been made to describe the diagnostic aspects of pacing and the review of the underlying pathology is brief.
The strength of this treatise, requiring its presence on the bookshelves of most pacing units, lies in its physics and its presentation of the principles involved, as indeed might be expected from Groningen. A All in all, there is much new material, and the book has increased in size by some 106 pages. It is a pity that the editor has not in his preface stated clearly that there are so many new chapters in this edition. As before, there is very little about the variations from normal physical or intellectual devel-
